 WORKING WITH PLASTER: DISCOVERING THE WONDERS OF SALT DOUGH
TARGET AGE GROUP: primary school 
OBJECTIVE: To improve  children’s manual skills and stimulate creativity and imagination ,  simulating a living activity of our territory :  the processing of plaster.

Plaster is  a  material  suitable for the creation of handicrafts such as  wedding favors, figurines, and  for the stucco decorations of  baroque churches and it’s obtained by dehydration of the gypsum stone. Plaster creations are non-toxic, economics and ornamental. For the activity, we will use a material more easily available:  the salt dough.
FORM : To create the salt dough and to acquire manual skills to model and decorate objects.
DURATION: 2,30 h.
COST: € 4,00 if held in the Civic Museum
MATERIAL NEEDED:
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· a glass of flour
· half a glass of salt
· half a glass of warm water
· a rolling pin to roll out the salt dough
· cookie cutters, various shapes or alternatively a glass 
· baking paper
· kneading bowl
· tempera colours
· brushes of various sizes
· toothpicks
Instructions for the realization of 10 moulds 
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1. Mix together flour, salt, add warm water and knead using your hands. 
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2. Work the dough until it is smooth and soft
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3. Make the dough on a sheet of baking paper and roll it out with a rolling pin to a thickness of about 1 cm.
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4. Cut the salt dough with the cookie cutters or with other shapes o with a glass.
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5. The leftover salt dough cuttings must be kneaded again until exhausted.
TIPS: the small part of the dough that may remain can be used to create simple decorations to be applied to the already cut dough. If you want to use these salt dough shapes as hanging decorations,before cooking them  make a small hole in the top with a toothpick to put a string through them.
6. You can dry the decorations in the air, on the radiator would be ideal, or bake them in a ventilated oven at 80 degrees for half an hour to speed up the drying time, but then let them cool. 
7. Finally, paint with tempera to your liking, colouring them as you wish
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GOOD    JOB 
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